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NATIONAL PRESS ADVISORY: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE –April 11, 2011
Same-Sex Couples Protest the Harms and Costs of “Defense of Marriage Act” at Local Post Offices Across the Nation and Urge Passage of “Respect for Marriage Act”
Media Contacts: 

Molly McKay, Marriage Equality USA, 510-332-0872, media@marriageequality.org. 

Robin McGehee, Get Equal Director, 559-287-9670, robin@getequal.org  
OAKLAND:  As millions of Americans file their income taxes, the local chapter of Marriage Equality USA and Get Equal will participate in the National Tax Day Protest at local post offices around the country including Oakland, Washington, D.C., Arlington, VA, Bakersfield, CA and other locations on April 15 and April 18, 2011 holding signs like “Twenty-five years together, Still Filing Single” “No Taxation with Discrimination” and “Tax Us the Same, Treat Us the Same” to call attention to the tax inequities facing same-sex couples as a result of the state and federal laws that refuse to  recognize or extend civil marriage protections to same-sex couples. These actions highlight the ongoing moral and financial costs of denying marriage equality to same-sex couples—as well as the consequences paid by all Americans as a result of these discriminatory state and federal laws.
“We are encouraged by the recent successful legal challenges to Section 3 of  the so called “Defense of Marriage Act” (DOMA) in federal courts and are pleased at the introduction of legislation in Congress to repeal  DOMA but nonetheless yet again,  same-sex couples are sitting down at their dining room tables to figure out how to fill out their taxes under the government’s imposed farce that they check ‘single’ despite their decades together,” said Molly McKay, Marriage Equality USA Media Director.  “Many state governments treat a same-sex couple as legal strangers despite the reality of having one bank account, one home and sharing everything in common with their all-but-in-name spouse.  The federal government doesn’t recognize state domestic partnerships or civil unions and even in the six states with married same-sex couples, because of DOMA the IRS does not allow same-sex couples to file as married, despite having a valid marriage license.”   
“If same-sex couples were simply recognized as “married” this whole nightmare for everyone would end.  It is so simple to treat everyone equally and such a pain to try to create separate and inferior categories for same-sex couples who simply want to be taxed and treated the same as all other married couples,” said McKay.
“The new IRS publication 555 awkwardly tries to recognize community property law for same-sex couples which is resulting in massive confusion and more expensive tax preparation costs.  Tax accountants are charging same-sex couples for the extra time it takes them to untangle their finances.  Turbo-Tax has thrown up their hands and confirmed they can’t figure out how to create software that can comply with a new Internal Revenue Service ruling that applies to same-sex couples and registered domestic partners in the three states that have both registered partnerships and community property laws (California, Washington and Nevada),” said Get Equal Director Robin McGehee.  The ruling requires such couples to combine their community property income, but instead of reporting it on one joint return – as opposite-sex married couples do - each partner must report one-half of the combined income on a separate tax return.  
“During tax season, same-sex couples are explicitly reminded that despite abiding by the requirements of American citizenship by paying taxes, they are still treated as second class citizens by the government, said McGehee.  “We are even taxed on our partner’s health insurance benefits, if they are even provided, which requires that required to pay more into social security taxes than our heterosexual counterparts knowing that when we die our families will not even have access to any of the family ‘safety net’ benefits provided in the form of social security survivor benefits, estate tax deferral, and other programs that we help fund through our tax dollars and that only heterosexual couples and their children will enjoy.”

A study produced by the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) debunks the myth that granting same-sex couples the freedom to marry would cost the government money. In fact, it would save taxpayer dollars.  Same-sex couples aren’t the only ones paying for marriage discrimination, all taxpayers fund this discrimination which amounts to as much as $1 billion nationwide. To read the CBO study, visit www.cbo.gov/showdoc.cfm?index=5559&sequence=0.
For a complete list of Tax Day actions go to www.marriageequality.org and www.getequal.org. 
Founded in 1998, Marriage Equality USA is a national grassroots organization whose mission is to secure legally recognized civil marriage equality for all, at the federal and state level, without regard to gender identity or sexual orientation .  For more information go to www.marriageequality.org













