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Marriage Equality USA celebrates the Repeal of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell: 

But Gay Soldiers Still Denied all Relationship Benefits Due to Federal DOMA that Must be Repealed
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OAKLAND, CA: This afternoon the U.S. Senate, with a vote of 65-31, joined the House in repealing DADT. President Obama has promised to sign and implement this historic and long overdue policy change, allowing LGB soldiers to stop having to lie about their sexual orientatiuon in order to stay in the military..

“Ding dong, don’t ask, don’t tell is dead! No more witch hunts, no more serving in fear, finally the beginning of the end of LGBT legal discrimination draws near,” said Molly McKay, Marriage Equality USA Media Director. “This is a day to celebrate a long overdue victory – but it is also important to recognize that the journey to equality is just beginning. We appreciate the extra efforts of Congressional members to extend this simple gesture of kindness and dignity to the LGBT service members and their families just in time for Christmas and we are hopeful that they will continue the momentum to eliminate marriage discrimination so that their families can enjoy the same benefits and protections as all other military families.”

Marriage Equality USA Military/Veteran's Community Liaison Tyson Redhouse states: "Today, our leadership stood on the right side of history and 'Don't Ask, Don't Tell' is on its way out after 17 years. Since the policy's enactment our nation has witnessed the discharges of over 14,000 men and women who took the Oath to stand up and serve their country. We've seen the military let thousands of specially-skilled servicemembers go, and we've seen many more endure the incredible stress of serving in silence. Today, we are seeing a great measure of hope given to those who have been impacted by this unjust and unnecessary policy. Don't Ask, Don't Tell cost this nation more than it should, and we are finally on the verge of seeing that ended. We now proceed on the path to repeal, a process which will take us into the New Year, a year that promises the systematic dissolution of the DADT policy. While this process moves forward, lesbian, gay, and bisexual (LGB) service members must hold tight. Today's vote is an active start. As we watch the repeal unfold we can rest assured that the passage of each day will allow those silent serving to stand a little taller and breathe a little easier. The voice of the people has been heard! We've waited for this day for so long and we now take time to celebrate a major step toward equality!"

Redhouse continued emotionally, 

"Today's events bring up a lot of emotions for me, personally. I served under DADT for eight years as an intelligence analyst in the U.S. Air Force and I understand the pressure of serving in silence. I remember having to keep layer upon layer of secrecy from almost everyone I knew. There were times I questioned myself because DADT essentially forced me to go against my core value of integrity; I sometimes wondered if I really belonged in the military. We servicemembers and veterans have endured so much for so long. To my fellow gay soldiers currently serving, and to their families, I want to say, 'Hang in there - the fight is almost done - keep your heads up. Hope is coming and I will be there to stand with you when this policy is gone.' "

“There are over 400 legal provisions related to marital status that grant benefits to active servicemembers' and veterans' spouses; including medical care, survivor and insurance benefits, notification and support services for families, educational and housing benefits, pensions and compensation for service-connected disabilities and deaths,” said Davina Kotulski, author of Love Warriors: The Rise of the Marriage Equality Movement and Why It Will Prevail (October 2010). “The repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell is a significant milestone for gay soldiers and we are hopeful that Congress will act soon to eliminate the Federal DOMA and provide equal dignity and support to the families who have silently supported our country at the expense of their own families, who were unable to marry or to register as domestic partners because it violated Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell and would have expelled them from the military. I hope gay soldiers will come home and finally enjoy being able to declare and exercise the freedom to marry the ones they love.”

