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PRESS ADVISORY - 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MARRIAGE EQUALITY USA APPLAUDS TODAY’S U.S. SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE HEARINGS ON SENATOR FEINSTEIN’S “RESPECT FOR MARRIAGE ACT.”

Same sex couples testify about harms the so-called “Defense of Marriage Act” causes their families.

Media Contacts:	
Stuart Gaffney, (415) 378 3259 stuartjohn@marriageequality.org
John Lewis, (415) 377 7924, stuartjohn@marriageequality.org
 
San Francisco:  Marriage Equality USA applauds the United States Senate Judiciary Committee for highlighting the harms that the so-called “Defense of Marriage Act” causes loving, committed same-sex couples and their families. Senator Dianne Feinstein’s “Respect for Marriage Act” would repeal DOMA and thus end the exclusion of legally married same-sex couples from the over 1,000 federal rights and responsibilities that come with marriage.

”We have been together for 26 years and are honest, hard working, taxpaying individuals who care for their aging parents and face many of the same challenges every family does. We are just the same as every other American and should be afforded the same liberties and protections,” said Amy Shore, whose spouse Sherri works at NASA but is denied family health care benefits extended to heterosexual married couples.  These health care benefits are critical to Amy and Sherri because Amy is disabled and Sherry has MS. Amy and Sherry now face foreclosure of their house and other serious financial difficulties because of the denial of fair and equal treatment.

When Marvin Burrow’s partner of over 51 years Bill died, Marvin was denied Bill’s spousal pension benefits and spousal social security benefits – all because of DOMA – and consequently lost their home of 35 years.  “This is what DOMA does to people. It shatters their lives at a time when they need stability and comfort the most,” said Burrows.

”All loving, committed couples deserve the basic freedom to marry, and their marriages should be recognized and respected not just in their home state but by our federal government. We are all Americans, and we urge Congress to pass the ‘Respect for Marriage Act’ forthwith,” said Stuart Gaffney, Marriage Equality USA’s Media Director.
 
President Obama announced yesterday that he would sign the “Respect of Marriage Act” when it reaches his desk. The bill has 28 co-sponsors in the Senate and 118 co-sponsors in the House of Representatives.

  
[bookmark: ][bookmark: _GoBack]Founded in 2000, Marriage Equality USA  is a national grassroots organization whose mission is to secure legally-recognized civil marriage equality for all, at the federal and state level, without regard to gender identity or sexual orientation. For more information go to www.marriageequality.org. Follow us on Twitter @meusa. Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/marriageequalityusa 
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