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PLANS MOVE AHEAD FOR WEDDINGS FOR SAME-SEX COUPLES AT SF CITY HALL ON WEDNESDAY
Media Contacts: 
   
Molly McKay, Media Director (510) 332-0872, media@marriageequality.org  
Pamela Brown, Policy Director (510) 384-3655, policy@marriageequality.org 
 

San Francisco, California:   "We are cautiously optimistic that wedding bells will start ringing again for all loving, committed couples on Wednesday night. If so, San Francisco City Hall will once again be filled with love, joy and equality for all." said Molly McKay, Marriage Equality USA Media Director. 

The clock is ticking down towards Judge Vaughn Walker’s Wednesday, August 18th, 5:00pm lift of the stay in the Federal Prop 8 Trial. In the event the temporary stay is lifted and once again, same-sex couples are allowed to apply for a marriage license, Marriage Equality USA will host Wedding Ceremonies in the SF City Hall Rotunda beginning as soon as the first couples receive their licenses from the Clerks Office.

If the temporary stay is lifted, Marriage Equality USA in coordination with city officials and others are planning memorable wedding ceremonies for couples who wish to be among the first in the State to legally marry after last week's landmark decision by the Federal Court in our beautiful and historic San Francisco City Hall rotunda.

 

Below is a sampling of the stories Marriage Equality USA has received from couples wanting to marry in San Francisco on Wednesday evening:


Vanessa Judicpa and Maria Ydil:  "We were married on Sunday and hope that Judge Walker will lift the stay so we can get married again and seal the deal," said Maria Ydil who exchanged her vows with Vanessa Judicpa two weeks ago after a long-planned wedding ceremony with friends and family.  The couple had hoped to marry immediately after Judge Walker's decision was issued and received an application prior to the Stay being issued.  Vanessa can be reached directly at 415-533-5227. 

Thea Lavin and Jess Gabbert:  "We married in front of 130 family and friends on July 11, 2010.  We dream of starting a family and yearn for our marriage to be legally recognized," said Thea who hopes to legally marry Jess.  Thea can be reached directly at 415-971-5559 and Jess can be reached directly at 415-515-6757.

Debra Strout and Nevin Garland: "We've been together for 20 years and Wednesday is my birthday.  Being able to marry would be the best birthday gift I could ever receive," said Debra.  The couple can be reached at 650-359-5566.

Thom Watson and Jeff Tabaco:  "Last year we had what otherwise would have been a perfect wedding ceremony at the historic Cliff House, overlooking the Pacific Ocean, but we couldn't marry because of Proposition 8.  Now we have filled out our marriage license application with the hopes the stay will be lifed and we can have a fully legal marriage just as everyone else can," said Thom.  Thom can be reached at 650-450-8466.

Midge Detro and Sandy Simmons:  "We will be celebrating our 16 year anniversary in November, so when we heard there might be an opportunity to get married last Thursday, we drove up from Hollister to San Francisco City Hall.  We will be sure to come back on Wednesday with the hopes we can finally get married," said Midge.  Midge can be reached at 928-234-3311 and Sandy can be reached at 928-234-0651.

Marriage Equality USA has more couples who are available to share their lives and speak to press.

