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Marriage Equality USA Statement on Ugandan Bill

As Americans, we must take action in support of our Ugandan brothers and sisters who are in immediate danger of being the victims of a bill that would subject them to the death penalty or lengthy prison terms for simply being who they are. We look back on historical instances of attack on disfavored groups of people and wonder how the citizens of the world could stand by and allow this to happen. Marriage Equality USA urges the U.S. Government to take a leadership role in diplomatic efforts to stop this bill and do everything they can to assist LGBT Ugandans and their supporters with humanitarian aid, support and expedited asylum. There is evidence that this bill and the misinformation of the Ugandan governmental officials behind this bill,has been promoted, supported and funded by American fundamentalist Christian missionaries who are in active relationship with Ugandan highest ranking officials. We must ensure that America stands up, and shows up, for its enduring principles of equality and justice for all.
Marriage Equality USA Ambassador to Africa Melanie Nathan has been at the forefront of sounding the alarm over the imminent threat of passage of the "Kill the Gays" bill in Uganda. Read her articles on the Ugandan KILL THE GAYS BILL located at: http://lezgetreal.com/?s=Uganda%2C+ 
This bill is being read in the Parliament right now and would:
(1) penalize LGBT people, including a death penalty for “aggravated homosexuality”; prohibit the licensing of organizations which "promote homosexuality" and refuse recognition of marriages of same-sex couples performed in any country,
and
(2) Send Parents, Teachers, Lawyers, Medical Personnel, Counselors, and Landlords to prison and subject them to huge fines for failing to report the "homosexual behavior" of their child, pupil, client or tenant. Furthermore, it puts at serious risk any community leader or religious leader trying to work with LGBT people.
We urge Marriage Equality USA members to take action in support of global solidarity and call, write, and fax the Ugandan Ambassador to the U.S. Now!
[bookmark: _GoBack]His Excellency Professor Perezi K. Kamunanwire
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Tel: (202) 726 4758
Fax: (202) 726 1727
pkamunanwire@ugandaembassyus.org 
Call, write or fax ANY TIME beginning RIGHT NOW and continue until you hear that the bill has been dropped! Tell the Ambassador that the United States and the world are watching the developments in his country, and we are urging Uganda to stand for fairness and safety for all and to drop the anti-gay bill pending in Parliament. Imposing the death penalty for gay people and criminalizing their family and friends is wrong and unacceptable. We will urge our government to support aid that promotes acceptance and education around LGBT people. This senseless and dangerous bill must be stopped or innocent people will suffer and die.
IN ADDITION, please sign EACH OF THESE PETITIONS:
AVAAZ.org -- (Over half a million have signed worldwide.): http://www.avaaz.org/en/uganda_stop_homophobia_petition_2/?vl 
ALL OUT.org -- (Over 250,000.): http://www.allout.org/petition/uganda

PLEASE REPOST AND SHARE WITH YOUR LISTS.
If you, or someone you know is in Washington D.C. - urge them to join GetEQUAL at the Embassy of the Republic of Uganda in Washington, DC, Tuesday, May 10, 2011 from 4:00pm - 6:00pm
We need your help to apply pressure NOW. Please call, write and fax the Ugandan Ambassador to the United States!
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