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PRESS ADVISORY - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 

MARRIAGE EQUALITY USA ANNOUNCES ‘MOTION TO MARRY’ RALLY IN RESPONSE TO PROPONENTS’ MOTION TO VACATE JUDGE WALKER’S RULING OVERTURNING PROPOSITION 8. 

WHEN:  

Monday, June 13, 2011, 7:30 – 8:30 am
WHERE:  

Philip Burton Federal Building



450 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco, CA
Media Contacts:
Billy Bradford, (415) 716-6315, media@marriageequality.org
John Lewis, (415) 377 7924, stuartjohn@marriageequality.org; 
Stuart Gaffney, (415) 378 3259 stuartjohn@marriageequality.org
 

San Francisco:  On Monday, June 13, 2011, from 7:30-8:30 am, Marriage Equality USA will host a “Motion to Marry” rally at the United States District Court immediately preceding Judge James Ware’s hearing on the Proposition 8 proponents’ motion to vacate Judge Walker’s ruling holding Proposition 8 unconstitutional.

After presiding at an over two week trial regarding Proposition 8 - the most extensive explication of evidence about the effects of excluding loving, committed same-sex couples from marriage ever conducted - Chief Judge Vaughn Walker in August 2010 issued a 136 page order, holding that Proposition 8 violated the fundamental guarantees of equality in our Constitution.  Those who oppose equality now seek to vacate that ruling, simply because Judge Walker himself happens to be a gay man in a long term relationship.

”The sexual orientation of a judge has no bearing on whether he is able to apply the United States Constitution to cases before him, just as the sexual orientation of ordinary citizens should have no bearing on whether they are able to marry the person they love,” said John Lewis, Marriage Equality USA’s Legal Analyst.  “The Prop. 8 proponents are trying to distract the courts from the fact that at trial they could come up with no credible witness who could justify continued unequal treatment of loving, committed same-sex couples.”

”I am saddened that we, who believe that every person should have the freedom to marry the one they love, must continue to come to hearing after hearing simply to ask that lesbian and gay people be treated equally in our state and in our country.  LGBTI couples and families who want to marry value marriage just as much as people in the broader community do.  Most importantly, we, as Californians and Americans, are all part of one broader community that includes lesbian and gay people and families along with everyone else.  There really is no divide.  And that’s why we at Marriage Equality USA are hosting a “Motion to Marry” rally in response to this motion to vacate and divide,” said Billy Bradford, Marriage Equality USA’s Alameda County Chapter Leader.

Founded in 1998, Marriage Equality USA is a national grassroots organization whose mission is to secure legally recognized civil marriage equality for all, at the federal and state level, without regard to gender identity or sexual orientation. For more information about Marriage Equality USA, go to www.marriageequality.org
 

