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Marriage Equality USA Celebrates President Obama’s Pledge to Stop Defending DOMA as Constitutional in Pending Lawsuits
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	February 23, 2011: Marriage Equality USA applauds President Obama’s historic decision to declare his support for a heightened standard of review and to stop defending the “Defense of Marriage Act” in pending lawsuits challenging DOMA as unconstitutional. The Attorney General has confirmed that the Department of Justice will no longer defend the measure, which severely limits the potential of states to honor or carry out same-sex marriages, in court.
“This is a watershed moment as the President of the United States and the Attorney General have together taken a powerful stand against this unjust law. We are overjoyed that President Obama has taken concrete measures to fulfill on his pledge to end DOMA. The momentum is building to stop using taxpayers’ money to enforce laws that serve only to deny Gay Americans equality under the law. The President and Attorney General have followed the example of California Governors Arnold Schwarzenegger and Jerry Brown and State Attorney Generals Bill Lockyer and Kamila Harris who have refused to defend Proposition 8 as constitutional. President Obama will be remembered as standing on the right side of history and for ensuring that the enduring American principle of equality under the law is finally extended to include lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender Americans,” said Molly McKay, Marriage Equality USA Media Director. 

“There are thousands of same-sex couples legally married across the country. DOMA stands in the doorway of recognizing and honoring those marriages and denying same-sex couples access to the 1,138 federal rights of marriage. This injustice cannot and will not stand. President Obama’s decision restores our faith and our hope that he will be the President who brings our country on par with our allies across the globe and ensures fairness and justice for all its citizens,” said Molly McKay, Marriage Equality USA Media Director.

“As plaintiffs in California’s historic marriage equality lawsuit, we are excited to see the President step forward to usher in marriage equality beyond a state by state momentum. His decision brings closer the day when America will ensure equality from sea to shining sea,” said Stuart Gaffney, plaintiffs in the Strauss v Horton lawsuit who married his husband John Lewis in California prior to Proposition 8’s passage.

To read the full statement from the President’s office go to http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/02/23/obama-doma-unconstitutional_n_827134.html 


Founded in 2000, Marriage Equality USA is a national grassroots organization whose mission is to secure legally-recognized civil marriage equality for all, at the federal and state level, without regard to gender identity or sexual orientation. For more information go to www.marriageequality.org.
