PRESS ADVISORY - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Marriage Equality USA CELEBRATES GOVERNOR ABERCROMBIE SUPPORT OF OHANA IN SIGNING CIVIL UNIONS BILL INTO LAW
Media Contacts: 
Molly McKay, Media Director, 510-332-0872, media@marriageequality.org
Pamela Brown, Policy Director, 510-384-3655, policy@marriageequality.org 
February 23, 2011, San Francisco: "We congratulate the Hawaii Legislature for their leadership in approving this civil union bill and Governor Abercrombie for signing it into law,” said Molly McKay, MEUSA's Media Director. "Civil unions are an important stepping stone to providing equal protection to all of Hawaii’s families. We celebrate with all the Hawaiians who have worked hard to ensure this victory and had their courage to share their personal stories. And we will continue to work with them so that one day in Hawaii, where it all began, marriage equality is the law of the land."
“For Shauna and I, this issue is deeply personal,” said Pamela Brown, MEUSA’s Policy Director. “We are considered a married couple in California, but when we visit our ‘Ohana in Hawaii, reciprocal beneficiary status gives us little protection and recognition. Our Hawaii relatives recognize us as a family, now it is wonderful for Hawaii’s government to do the same. As has been said in the movies, ‘Ohana means family and family means nobody gets left behind. Hawaii’s gay and lesbian brothers and sisters should be welcomed home with open arms and Governor Abercrombie did just that by signing SB 232 into law.” 
Founded in 2000, Marriage Equality USA is a national grassroots organization whose mission is to secure legally-recognized civil marriage equality for all, at the federal and state level, without regard to gender identity or sexual orientation. For more information go to www.marriageequality.org.
