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So mark your calendar, June 17th will be the first day that same-sex couples will be able to 

marry across the state of California.  We know many of you are planning to get married on that 

day and/or know of others who will as well.  This day provides us an amazing opportunity to 

share our stories with our friends and families and local media and Marriage Equality USA has 

compiled the following information to help you organize and get the most out of that day.  Once 

our local communities see same-sex couples getting married in their backyard, it will make this 

issue very personal and give them cause to stop and think before they vote in November.  Each 

of you has an opportunity to create a ripple of hope and collectively will create a great wave of 

support that will change our world forever. 

Things to Consider Before the Big Day 

 Contact your local County Clerkôs Office to make arrangements and illustrate our 
commitment to make this experience positive to everyone.  Some County Clerks are 
currently taking appointments, others work on a first come-first serve basis.  Know how 
your county operates before June 17th.  A list of County Clerk contact information is 
attached. 
 

 Send out a press release in advance and provide wedding announcement information 
for couples getting married.  Sample press release is provided. 
 

 Encourage couples getting married to announce their wedding plans in local papers.  
Newspaper contact information and sample announcement is provided. 
 

 Make local flyers to hand out to couples getting married so they can easily submit 
wedding announcements in local papers.  A sample is provided. 
 

 Media will cover this event so be prepared and ask your friends, families and other allies 
to submit letters to the editor, vote in on-line polls and provide comments to local 
articles.  Sample talking points included. 
 

 Set up your own Wedding Registry with Marriage Equality USA.  Information on how to 
do so is provided. 

 

 Frequently Asked Questions.  National Center for Lesbian Rights publication is attached. 
 

If you have any questions, contact Marriage Equality USAôs media team at 

media@marriageequality.org  

mailto:media@marriageequality.org


 

LOCATION AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR LOCAL COUNTY CLERKS 

 

 



 

 



 

 

PRESS ADVISORY:  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

MARRIAGE EQUALITY USA CELEBRATES FIRST SAME-SEX COUPLES GETTING 

MARRIED IN CALIFORNIA  

Media Contacts:   

David Janis-Kitzmiller, Board President, (707) 428-6684, dave@marriageequality.org  

Molly McKay, Media Director, 510-332-0872, media@marriageequality.org 

Pamela Brown, Policy Director, 510-384-3655, policydirector@marriageequality.org  

 

Solano, California:  ñToday is a day I will remember for the rest of my life,ò describes David Janis-

Kitzmiller, Marriage Equality USA (MEUSA) Board President.  ñAfter a seven and a half year 

engagement, Jeff and I are finally married and this means the world to us and our family.ò   

 ñSame-sex couples live in every county of this state and today they are getting married in their local 

communities, surrounded by their friends and families,ò states Molly McKay, MEUSA Media Director.  

ñThis is an amazing day for these couples and our state that is standing up for fairness and equality for all 

families.  Iôm proud to be a Californian.ò 

As tradition, many same-sex couples are submitting wedding announcements to local papers, including 

the following one for David and Jeff Janis-Kitzmiller. 

Janis-Kitzmiller Wedding 
After a seven and a half year engagement, David Alan Janis and Jeffrey David Kitzmiller are pleased to announce that they will be 
joined in a civil marriage on Tuesday, June 17

th
 at the Solano County Administration Building in Fairfield.  Charles Lomeli, Solano 

County Clerk, will be officiating.    
Mr. Janis (above, left), is the controller and administrative manager of J&B Aviation Services in Vacaville.  He is the president of the 
board of directors of Marriage Equality USA, a national nonprofit organization headquartered in Oakland.  He will receive a degree in 
economics and psychology from the University of California at Davis this fall. He is the son of Alan and Kay Janis of Green Valley, 
CA. 
Mr. Kitzmiller is a project manager for Fair Isaac Corporation in San Rafael, CA, a software and consulting company that specializes 
in credit scoring and decision making applications.  He leads the Solano County chapter of Marriage Equality USA, which works to 
educate the public on the importance of marriage equality for same-sex couples.  He is the son of Robert Kitzmiller of Bradenton, Fl. 
and the late Marianna Kitzmiller.  
The couple met in 2000, became registered domestic partners in 2001, and were married (and later annulled by the Supreme Court) 
in 2004 in San Francisco.  The couple is actively involved in a number of community and charitable organizations. 

 

ñIn California, we value our diversity and recognize that despite our differences, our lives are interwoven, 

and we share common hopes and dreams for our future,ò asserts Pamela Brown, MEUSA Policy Director.  

ñToday, lesbian and gay couplesô relationships are being woven into the fabric of California families by 

being granted the freedom to enter into the civil institution of marriage.  We are your neighbors, co-

workers, friends and family members.  We hope once our fellow Californians see how important this is to 

our lives that we can all stand together to support this historic moment and recognize our society is 

stronger when we are all treated fairly.ò     

 
Founded in 1998, Marriage Equality USA is a national grassroots organization whose mission is to secure legally 

recognized civil marriage equality for all, at the federal and state level, without regard to gender identity or sexual 

orientation .  For more information go to www.marriageequality.org. 
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ANNOUNCE YOUR WEDDING PLANS 
 
As gay and lesbian couples across the state of California begin planning their future 
wedding ceremonies, Marriage Equality USA (MEUSA) is encouraging these couples 
to announce their wedding plan in their home town papers! Wedding announcements 
are a wonderful way to not only celebrate your commitment to one another, but to 
show your neighbors that marriage is important to gay and lesbian couples who live in 
their community. As voters head to the polls in November, it is important that they 
remember the faces of local community members who would be impacted personally 
by a constitutional amendment that would take these marriages away.   
 
Below is a sample wedding announcement for David and Jeffrey Janis-Kitzmiller.  You 
can prepare a sample announcement or some media outlets have forms you can 
complete via the web and then you will be contacted by a local reporter.  A list of 
California newspapers that publish wedding announcements can be found at the 

MEUSAôs website  http://www.marriageequality.org/meusa/news1.shtml and 

if we are missing any publications we should include, please send a note to  
media@marriageequality.org.  
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